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HENDRY COUNTY
Located in Florida’s Heartland, rural Hendry County is home 

to the small towns of LaBelle and Clewiston and extensive 

agricultural acreage for pasture, and for crops such as 

sugarcane and citrus. The county is connected to Big Cypress 

National Preserve along its southern border and Lake 

Okeechobee in the northeast, and is home to multiple state 

managed conservation and recreation lands: Okaloacoochee 

Slough State Forest, Okaloacoochee Slough Wildlife 

Management Area (WMA), Dinner Island Ranch WMA, and 

Spirit-of-the-Wild WMA. The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Big 

Cypress Reservation, in the southeastern portion of the county, 

includes visitor sites such as the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum.

Hendry County includes a segment of the paved Lake 
Okeechobee Scenic Trail (LOST), a major component of the 
state’s planned trails system. Notable unpaved trails include 
a segment of the Florida National Scenic Trail and hiking trails 
within Okaloacoochee Slough. LaBelle and Clewiston offer 
excellent opportunities to serve as trail destinations with 
historic sites, local parks, and businesses. Hendry County 
is also home to 11 Florida Heritage Trail Sites within the 
Native American Heritage, World War II Heritage, and other 
heritage trails and five Great Florida Birding Trail sites. With 
its small towns and connections to major natural areas such 
as Big Cypress, Lake Okeechobee, Okaloacoochee Slough, 
and the Everglades, Hendry County offers excellent potential 
opportunity for development of a regional trail network.

In 2009, the county developed a Comprehensive Pathway 
Plan and identified several miles of potential on- and off-road 
multimodal trails. The Sugar Trail Corridor is an east-west 
component within the planned Florida Greenways and Trails 
System and SUN Trail Network. The county’s comprehensive 
plan also includes provisions for development of trails 
including creation of a Blueway/Greenway system through 
West Hendry County.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR A  
REGIONAL TRAIL NETWORK

Example Destinations in Hendry County

 LaBelle - Hendry County Seat and home of the Swamp 
Cabbage Festival

Clewiston - Home of the Clewiston Museum and the 
Clewiston Sugar Festival

Okaloachoochee Slough and associated conservation  
and recreation areas

Lake Okeechobee

Lake Okeechobee Scenic Trail 
(Paved - Existing)

Florida National Scenic Trail 
(Unpaved - Existing)

The Sugar Trail Corridor 
(Opportunity)

Existing Trails and 
Opportunities



Hendry County offers many opportunities for outdoor recreation and 
tourism. Within the study area, it ranks 4th out of 6 counties for total 
outdoor recreation spending. Notably, spending in the County is three 
times higher than the next ranked county indicating that its outdoor 
recreation opportunities are being utilized. Nonetheless, the potential 
for expansion of outdoor recreation opportunities, in coordination with a 
focus on connectivity to small towns, is high. The following summarizes 
the annual spending by residents and tourists in Hendry County for 
activities which are often associated with a multi-use trail, based on 
the 2019 Statewide Conservation Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).

Biking - Paved 
Roads/Trails

Fitness Walking/ 
Jogging

$1.7 M 
(Resident Spending)

$2.8 M  
(Visitor Spending)

$1.3 M  
(Resident Spending)

$2.2 M  
(Visitor Spending)

Hiking

< $100K  
(Resident Spending)

$3.1 M  
(Visitor Spending)

Wildlife
Viewing

$130K 
(Resident Spending)

$1.5 M  
(Visitor Spending)

40,895

$49,259

In 2023, the POPULATION was

The MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME is

69.5%
% Minority Background

13.4%
Over 65

21.1%
% Below Poverty Level

0.1%
of State 2022 GDP

25.4%
Under 18AGE

DEMOGRAPHICS
7.3%
Zero Car 

Households

57th among Florida’s 67 counties

% change 2020-2023

61.2%
18 - 65

3.2%

AGE

OUTDOOR RECREATION DEMAND AND IMPACT

POPULATION AND ECONOMY AT-A-GLANCE
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D1 Regional Trail  
Study Area Counties

Total Outdoor Recreation  
Activity Spending

Collier County  $2,680,095,358 

Polk County  $1,765,618,168 

Highlands County  $61,004,689 

Hendry County  $31,153,773 

Glades County  $3,667,949 

Hardee County  $3,637,868 
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HENDRY COUNTY

LEGEND

27

LABELLE

FELDA

MONTURA

82

80

29

80

CLEWISTON

PIONEER

78

833

846

832

835

833
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Big Cypress National  Preserve 
(south of county line)

Florida National 
Scenic Trail
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